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MEDIA RELEASE
2 September 2021
Spark joy this spring and donate with GIVIT
· [bookmark: _Hlk81308929]GIVIT is partnering with The Star Entertainment Group to promote donations for people in need
· Gold Coast City is endorsing donations to assist national resource recovery targets 
· GIVIT is committed to diverting waste from landfill by coordinating donations of used, recycled and repaired quality items for disadvantaged Australians
· GIVIT Spring Campaign runs from 1 September until 14 November 
· The Star is kickstarting the campaign by contributing $2 million worth of household goods
[Attached image features donated items from The Star Warehouse on the Gold Coast on 2 September 2021. Image includes L-R Connie Crookshanks, Community Housing Limited; Jessica Mellor, The Star; Cr Donna Gates, Gold Coast City Deputy Mayor; Sarah Tennant, GIVIT CEO] 
This spring, not-for-profit donation platform GIVIT is partnering with The Star Entertainment Group to encourage Australians to donate preloved or unwanted items to someone in need. To kickstart the campaign, The Star has pledged $2 million worth of items from their luxury hotels to GIVIT charities, including brand new mattresses, designer sofas, dining tables, chairs and crockery. 
GIVIT works with more than 4,000 charities and support organisations around Australia to coordinate donations for people experiencing hardship due to natural disasters, COVID-19, domestic and family violence, homelessness, disability, and mental health.
GIVIT CEO Sarah Tennant said GIVIT is committed to improving waste reduction by facilitating the donation of used, returned, recycled and repaired quality items to support disadvantaged Australians.
“Recent reports show that most Australians have, on average, 19 unused or unwanted items in their homes, so we’re calling on people to donate these items to GIVIT and spark some much-needed joy this spring,” said Sarah. 
“We’re pleased to be working with The Star and local councils around Australia to encourage people to divert their unwanted items from landfill to someone who really needs them.” 
Star CEO Matt Bekier said The Star Entertainment Group strives to make a difference in the cities and communities where it operates. 
“We are proud to be in such a unique position to support our national community partner GIVIT and its charities during such challenging times,” he said.
“Together our three properties, The Star Gold Coast, Treasury Brisbane and The Star Sydney will contribute $2 million worth of high quality, obsolete furniture, linen, crockery and other household items, repurposing many tonnes from the waste stream and helping to reducing our environmental impact.”
“We are also encouraging our team members to conduct their own spring clean and donate any items that the GIVIT campaign needs.”
[bookmark: _Hlk81308450]Gold Coast City Deputy Mayor, Councillor Donna Gates said the Gold Coast was pleased to be doing its bit to help Australia reach the ambitious target of 80% resource recovery rate by 2030.
“One of the greatest privileges in my role as Deputy Mayor is to work with fantastic corporate citizens like The Star to help the community,’’ said Gold Coast Deputy Mayor Donna Gates.

“To see The Star’s support for GIVIT and many other worthy causes is fantastic. I wish GIVIT every success in sourcing as many donations as possible for this campaign.’’
Frances Paterson-Fleider, Queensland State Manager, Community Housing Queensland Limited said they have ongoing needs to furnish accommodation for people escaping homelessness or family and domestic violence. 
“Working in partnership with GIVIT has enabled Community Housing Queensland Limited to support some of our most vulnerable tenants,” said Frances.
“Several tenants, many of whom have experienced long term homelessness, have benefited from the donation of new or preloved items from GIVIT’s Corporate Partners and the public. On their behalf, we are extremely grateful.”
“We’re all spending a lot more time at home at the moment,” said Sarah Tennant, “so when you’re embarking on your spring clean this year think about donating those items to GIVIT and help out fellow Aussies.”
The GIVIT Spring Campaign runs from 1 September to 14 November. To donate to GIVIT’s Spring Campaign as an individual or business visit www.givit.org.au/spring.  
Local charities, services and community groups can register with GIVIT for free to access thousands of donations offered by generous individuals and corporates. Register via GIVIT.org.au/need-help/organisations.  
For more information please contact: 

E: kate.fisher@givit.org.au M: 0444 503 759

E Karryn.wheelans@star.com.au M: 0431 151 009
About GIVIT
GIVIT is the smart way to give. Through GIVIT.org.au, we channel generosity where it is needed to support vulnerable people and communities in Australia. 
Working with more than 4,000 support organisations, we ensure people get what they need when they need it most – whether recovering from an emergency event, or experiencing hardship due to circumstances such as drought, domestic and family violence, homelessness, disability, and mental health.
GIVIT captures all offers of goods and services online, removing the need for charities and services to sort, store and dispose of unrequested donations, saving valuable resources. 100% of donated money received by GIVIT to support people in need are used to purchase essential items and services. We buy locally, wherever possible, to support local businesses and the economic recovery of affected communities. GIVIT’s operational costs are covered by government contracts and corporate partners.
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